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213 Mechanic St., Lebanon, NH (603) 448-3902  •  In N.H. 1-800-696-RUG1
HOURS: Mon.-Wed. 9-5 • Thurs. 9-6 • Fri.10-6 • Sat. 9-2

www.CARPETMILLUSA.com

Designer Rug Gallery
Carpet • Hardwood

Ceramic • Vinyl • Laminate

WINTER SAVINGS ON 100S  of new handmade and machine-made rugs, 
including outdoor rugs - 

Select Rugs

Call Now For 
A FREE IN-HOME 

ESTIMATE!

WINTER 
SAVINGS 
SALES 
EVENT

All In Stock Flooring On Sale

20% OFF 
ALL CARPET 
REMNANTS 
AND DISCOUNTS 

ON IN STOCK ROLLS 
Warm your rooms with a 

all the trusted brands of 
quality carpet. Special 
Financing Available for 

Floors you’ll love to live with.

100% WATERPROOF · 100% KIDPROOF · 100% PETPROOF!

Jennifer Falvey will be on vacation until 
April 1, 2019.  Readers may contact her 

at jfalvey@aol.com until then.

By Heather Steliga
Standard Correspondent

HARTLAND —Hartland resident Jo Knowles has 
a new book coming out in April, her eighth in the 
category of young adult and middle grade fiction. 

Knowles is an award-winning writer and teacher who 
often takes inspiration from her own experiences as a 
youth in rural New Hampshire to create her heart-warming 
characters and the circumstances in which they find 
themselves. 

The new book, entitled “Where the Heart Is,” “is 
probably the most autobiographical of all my books, in 
that I drew directly from many memories of my childhood, 
including caring for an angry pig!” said Knowles. “But 
more importantly, it revisits some painful losses in my 
life.”

The book has been cited as one of the five best new 
middle grade books about LGBTQ issues 
as noted by Barnes & Noble: 
“There should be a lot 
for Rachel to 
celebrate in this 
touching novel. 
She’s turning 
thirteen, there’s a 
whole summer of 
beach time ahead, 
and she has her best 
friend, Micah, at her 
side. But eventually, 
everyone expects her 
friendship with Micah 
to turn romantic, and 
Rachel just don’t feel like 
she wants to go there, with 
him or any other boy. As 
her parents’ financial issues 
worsen, Rachel needs her 
best friend more than ever, 
but when he discovers that her 
attractions indeed lie elsewhere, 
can and will he still be there like 
she needs him to be?”

Knowles is grateful for the 
success and popularity of her former 
book, “See You At Harry’s,” which 
she says has allowed her to talk with 
kids all over the country about issues that are important to 
her. 

“I just did a Skype visit with a lively group of kids 
from Brooklyn, NY,” she said. “They had read ‘See You 
At Harry’s’, and we did a Q&A. I also recently spoke at 
Woodstock Union High School.”

Asked about favorite comments by students in the 
schools she has visited, Knowles said, “This is going to 
sound wrong, but my favorite comments from kids are that 

New book for local author 
to be released this April

my books made them 
cry. The books I loved 
as a kid, the 

 ones I 
remember most, are 
the ones that made 
me weep, that made 
me feel. I think books 
are such important 
empathy-builders, so 
when I hear from kids 
that my own stories 
have made them 
feel something in a 
powerful, thoughtful 
way, it’s the greatest 

reward.”
Knowles studied English literature and writing 

at Simmons College (now called Simmons 
University) and stayed on at Simmons to 
earn her M.A. in children’s literature. She 
teaches writing in the Mountainview MFA 
program through Southern New Hampshire 
University.

She and her husband settled in Hartland 
about 15 years ago after her husband 
was offered a job as college archivist at 
Dartmouth College. They have one son, 
Eli, a graduate of The Sharon Academy 
and now a sophomore at American 
University. 

 “He’s always been very supportive 
of my career and often I run ideas 
and lines by him for feedback,” 
Knowles said. “He’s quite proud 
of the fact that one of my books, 
‘Lessons From A Dead Girl,’ 
is on the American Library 
Association’s ‘Most Banned 
Books’ list.” 

“Where the Heart Is” is 
published by Candlewick 

Press which is dedicated to 
publishing high quality books for children 

and young adults. It is located in the Boston area. 
The release date is April 2. 

According to Knowles, it will be available locally at 
The Yankee Bookshop, the Norwich Bookstore, BAM and 
Barnes and Noble. The Yankee Bookshop is taking pre-
orders for personalized and signed copies of the book.

Jo Knowles

Select Board 
joins forces 

against big trucks
By Christian Avard 
Standard Staff

The Woodstock Se-
lect Board is liter-
ally sending a mes-

sage to Washington: Big-
ger trucks are bad for local 
communities.

At its Tuesday meet-
ing this week, the Select 
Board agreed to support a 
national campaign aimed 
at curbing truck sizes. The 
Coalition Against Bigger 
Trucks (CABT) is a na-
tional grassroots campaign 
that opposes efforts at all 
levels of government to 
make trucks longer and 
heavier.

CABT sent an email 
petition to the town ask-
ing for support to stop 
congressional efforts to al-
low any increase in truck 
length or weight, such 
as longer double-trailer 
trucks or heavier single 
trailer trucks. 

Town Manager Phil 
Swanson said the town 
worked with CABT in the 
past on truck size enforce-
ment in the village. 

In the email petition, 
CABT argued that infra-
structure in towns and 
cities across the coun-
try is in disrepair, in part 
because rural roads and 
bridges are older and not 
built to the same standards 
as Interstate highways. It 
claims towns and cities 
are also unable to keep up 
with current maintenance 
schedules and replacement 
costs because of under-
funded budgets.

According to CABT, the 
impact of longer or heavi-
er tractor-trailers would 
worsen these problems, 
causing significantly more 
damage to transportation 
infrastructure and costing 

millions of dollars that lo-
cal governments cannot af-
ford. 

The petition originally 
asked for each Select Board 
member to sign individu-
ally, but the Woodstock Se-
lect Board thought it would 
send a stronger statement 
signed by the board.

“I don’t see anything 
wrong with it,” said Board 
Member Sonya Stover. 

Other Board members 
agreed.

“I’m certainly in agree-
ment,” Board Member 
Mary Riley added. 

Select Board Chair L.D. 
“Butch” Sutherland signed 
the petition on behalf of the 
board. 

In other news, the Select 
Board approved a Memo-
randum of Understand-
ing (MOU) between the 
town and the Woodstock 
Chamber of Commerce. 
The MOU recognizes that 
the town and the Chamber 
will work together to pro-
mote Woodstock through 
a digital media marketing 
program comprising a web-
site and other related social 
media accounts.

The town and the Cham-
ber will encourage people 
to visit, relocate or estab-
lish a business in the town 
of Woodstock, and they will 
also provide useful and rel-
evant information for resi-
dents and visitors alike, and 
support local businesses. 
The MOU also recognized 
a URL ownership agree-
ment between the Chamber 
and the Economic Devel-
opment Commission. 

The URL is www.wood-
stockvt.com, and the own-
ership structure is intended 
to ensure the needs of both 
organizations, the MOU 
also noted.  


