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bail.   Judge John Treadwell agreed that his behaviors were 
concerning, but not enough to meet the standards required 
to impose bail. Standards that have been subject to legis-
lative reform in recent years. Instead, Treadwell released 
him pending trial on condition that he not possess firearms, 
not leave the county, and make no attempt to contact the 
speaker.  

This month, he was back in court after violating his con-
ditions of release by attempting to contact the speaker over 
social media. In addition, the court found evidence that he 
had traveled out of the county in defiance of his conditions. 
The result? He was released, on condition that he abide by 
his earlier conditions, with the added condition that he not 
leave his apartment except for medical or legal reasons. 

Stories like this have caught media attention statewide, 
raising questions about a criminal justice system in which 
recidivist offenders are released time and again under con-
ditions they fail to observe.

At issue is the perception that courts, their hands tied 
by legislative caps on bail for many crimes, have become 
more lenient on offenders to the detriment of the communi-
ties they offend. “I think since the legislature changed the 
bail laws, i.e. making it harder to seek bail, you are seeing 
more folks released on conditions,” says Springfield Chief 
of Police Mark Fountain. “In certain cases, it may mean 
that offenders released back to the community continue to 
re-offend. They are presumed to be innocent until proven 
guilty. So until the pending criminal cases are adjudicated 
by the courts, the criminal cases just accumulate because 
of the law changes.”  

In 2018, Governor Phil Scott signed a bill into law cap-
ping bail for non-violent misdemeanors at $200, a move 
the ACLU hailed as “an important change to Vermont’s 
bail system so people are not incarcerated simply because 
they’re poor.”   

But according to Matthew Valerio, Vermont’s Defender 
General, both those championing the reforms and those 
decrying them as soft on crime are tilting at windmills. 
“The ‘bail reform’ that took place a couple of years ago 
had little to no practical impact,” says Valerio. “The only 
thing that it did was make sure you couldn’t hold someone 
on misdemeanors for more than $200 in bail — but that 
wasn’t happening anyway.” 

According to Valerio, except for those involved in the 
most serious violent crimes, everyone is entitled to release 
on conditions under the Vermont Constitution. Moreover, 
they are entitled to release under “the least restrictive 
conditions” necessary to be reasonably sure the defendant 
will appear in court, says Valerio. For this reason, releas-
ing defendants on minimal conditions of release has long 
been the judicial norm in the state. In other words, the bail 
reform changes didn’t change much, since the courts rarely 
found bails in excess of $200 necessary to secure misde-
meanor defendants’ appearances. 

Valerio says that not only have the reforms had no effect 
on an increase of offenders released on conditions, but also 
that there is no such increase. “Law enforcements claim 
that more people are released now than before is false,” 
says Valerio, “the number of people detained now is about 
the same as it has always been,” According to Valerio, 
todays detention population of 411 lands smack-dab in 
the middle of the typical 400-500 range. “To put it simply, 
nothing has changed,” says Valerio. 

For his part, Windsor State Representative Charles Kim-
bell says that while crime sprees committed by reoffenders 
raise important questions about how pretrial detainment is 

yet it had already been voted in by the town. So there’s a 
likelihood that a dispensary in Woodstock will come to be 
anyway. I don’t think we need multiple ones.”

Fellow Trustee and member of the Cannabis Commis-
sion Seton McIlroy agreed that the uncertain financial ben-
efit to the village played a major role, saying, “Since the 
options tax was voted down and the legislature has capped 
municipal license fees at $100, we don’t stand to directly 
benefit monetarily.” 

McIlroy added that she wasn’t surprised by the vil-
lage’s decision. “When the Cannabis Committee surveyed 
residents of Woodstock last year, about 50% were in favor 
of retail cannabis and 50% were opposed,” she said. “The 
number one concern most respondents cited was the ability 
of Woodstock to tax cannabis.”

The town’s approval of the measure means that any 
area outside the village, but still within the bounds of 
Woodstock, will be allowed to host a retail cannabis 
store. Patricia Eames, owner of Clover Gift Shop 
in the Village of Woodstock, has plans for such an 
establishment. Eames said of the decision, “I am a little 
disappointed that it did not pass in the village, but I get 
it. I think people are fearful of the unknown, which is 
understandable. We don’t really know how much business 
a retail cannabis dispensary would attract, and it could 
add to the congestion of the village. Honestly, I’d rather 
see the vacant commercial spaces filled with restaurants 
and food options than with cannabis. I am pleased that 
the town opted-in, and I think that makes a lot of sense. 
I hope to share my plans for opening a retail dispensary 
sometime in the near future.”

The Cannabis Commission, which is currently made 
up of an equal number of representatives from both the 
town and the village, will begin the work of implementing 
a Cannabis Control Board for the town. Tory Littlefield, 
Chair of the Cannabis Commission said that she anticipates 
the make-up of the commission to remain the same, despite 
the village voting against retail cannabis, in part because 
the village representatives are also town residents. McIl-
roy added, “The next steps for the Woodstock Cannabis 
Commission will be to develop an application and proce-
dures for people who want to establish a cannabis store in 
the town.” She went on to say, “The next meeting of the 
Woodstock Cannabis Commission is Thursday, March 31 
at 7 p.m. via Zoom. At this meeting, we will discuss if the 
result of the vote requires that we change the make-up of 
the board. Thankfully, Tory Littlefield is going to stay on 
as our Chair. The other big agenda item is working on the 
retail cannabis application and procedures.”

Meanwhile, Village Trustee incumbent and First Impres-
sions Salon owner Brenda Blakeman was reelected to a 
3-year seat with 98 votes. Newcomer Gabe DeLeon also 
joined the Trustees with 102 votes for his 2-year seat. De-
Leon thanked the voters and added, “Thank you to all my 
neighbors for electing me as a Village Trustee and giving 
me the opportunity to serve this community. I am looking 
forward to working with everyone to continue to make our 
village even better.” 

Kahn thinks both Blakeman’s experience and DeLeon’s 
fresh blood make for a more balanced board, saying of 
DeLeon’s win, “I think that’s really good. He’s a good 
addition to our board. I’m looking forward to working with 
him and, of course, Brenda Blakeman re-upped. So we’ve 
got a very balanced and good board working for the village 
at this time.” 

At a reorganizational meeting following the vote on 
Thursday, former Vice Chair McIlroy was appointed to 
Chair, and former Chair Kahn was then nominated to 
Vice Chair by McIlroy. Khan said of the step down, “It 
was a very copacetic, easy transition… I have a great deal 
of confidence [in McIlroy].” Khan added that he’s not 
going anywhere, but “I’ve done it long enough.” McIl-
roy is excited to take on the new role, saying, “I am both 
thrilled and humbled to be the next Chair of the Village 
Trustees. Former Chair Jeffrey Kahn has been teaching 
and preparing me for this position for the past two years. 
I am thankful for his service and am glad he is staying on 
as Vice Chair to help me lead the Trustees. My immediate 
goals as Chair are to figure out how to bring more and 
varied community voices into the issues that we deal with, 
to improve communication, and to have the Trustees more 
engaged with the community.”   

The rest of the Village ballot largely concerned financial 
matters, with less than a handful of special articles, only 
$3,000 of which will come directly from taxpayers for 
village beautification projects and improving seasonal dec-
orations. The budget passed by a slimmer margin with 91 
voting yes and 46 voting no. The budget of $1,384,722.60 
is a 3.6% increase from last year. “I’m gratified that [the 
budget] passed by a good margin,” said Kahn. “Because 
we worked very hard to keep it as low as we could — as 
we thought would be fiscally responsible. Remember that 
the special articles were so low — they only amounted to 
$3,000 in terms of the taxpayer, in addition to the regular 
budget. The two $400 pieces were paid out of interest 
that generates itself. So it was just a $3,000 beautification 
piece. That was it. Given that, I think that is a very, very 
low, low increase in the budget.”
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handled, they do not necessarily signal a system in peril.    
“You know, it rises to a community level of concern 

when you’ve got a spree of events happening,” says Kim-
bell, adding, “So the question is ‘Is the legislature soft on 
crime? The answer is no.” Instead, the legislative frame-
work in place seeks to strike a balance between the rights 
of the individual being accused and public safety interests, 
according to Kimbell. “There are going to be those instanc-
es in which some individual continues on an unlawful tract 
not because of the system that’s set up, but because of the 
individual themselves.” 

And backing up Kimbell’s claim that recidivists are 

more the exception than the rule when it comes to con-
ditional releases, Valerio points out that “the crime rate 
among people released on conditions is actually lower than 
that of the general population.”

Kimbell says there is no legislative fix — the tools are 
already there, and it’s up to the other institutions making 
up the criminal justice system to implement them effec-
tively. “I think that the situation that is causing such great 
concern for people in the community is not something that 
can be addressed by legislation,” says Kimbell, “but by en-
forcing conditions of release by the judges, States Attorney, 
and the police involved.” 
 

Fractured Fairy Tales
Under the instruction of Troy Wunderle, a graduate of the Ringling Brothers 
and Barnum & Bailey Clown College, the Sharon Academy Middle School 
was transformed into a circus for two weeks, with students learning how 
to do skills like clowning and juggling, but also behind the scenes skills like 
overcoming stage fright, building props, writing scripts and inventing carnival 
games. That hard work came to fruition in a two-day carnival and circus held 
last Friday and Saturday at the Sharon Academy High School gymnasium. 
Top left, students form a pyramid at the start of the show. Top right, Mono 
Blodgett balances on a ball while Dahna LaGrange assists. At left, Beauty, from 
Beauty and the Beast, Evelyn Murawski, spins six balancing plates. Below, 
Luke Christaffers, Mackenzey Green, Elye Ashline and Bella Radicioni cue the 
audience to cheer. 						            Rick Russell Photos


